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RETAIL TRADING HOURS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Receipt and First Reading 
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), read a first 
time. 

Second Reading 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.58 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The purpose of the bill is to amend the Retail Trading Hours Act 1987 to allow general retail shops in the 
metropolitan area to remain open until 9.00 pm each weeknight. Currently under the act, general retail shops are 
allowed to trade any time during the following hours: 8.00 am to 6.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday; 8.00 am to 9.00 pm on Thursday; and 8.00 am to 5.00 pm on Saturday. All shops in the metropolitan area 
are captured by these hours unless they are motor vehicle shops, or come within any of the other categories in the 
act—that is, special retail shops, small retail shops and filling stations—or are located within a tourism or 
holiday precinct. Major department stores, most chain stores and large supermarkets are all general retail shops. 

This bill will give general retail shops in the metropolitan area the option of opening to 9.00 pm on weeknights 
should they choose to do so. For the purposes of the Retail Trading Hours Act, the metropolitan area means the 
region described in schedule 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2005. This area broadly consists of the area 
between Yanchep, Swan Valley, Armadale and Rockingham. General retail shops located in special trading 
precincts and in the holiday resorts established under the act will be able to trade until 9.00 pm on weeknights.  

Standard trading hours under the Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements Act 1985 will not be affected. 
Under the commercial tenancy act, tenants cannot be required to contribute to the operating expenses related to 
the extended hours established by the bill unless they choose to open. Such expenses are limited to the relevant 
proportion—in terms of the total lettable floor area—of those shops that open during the extended hours. In 
addition, landlords cannot refuse to renew a retail shop lease if tenants choose not to open, as a retail shop lease 
that requires the tenant to open at specified hours or times is void under the commercial tenancy act. The bill 
does not amend the commercial tenancy act and as such these existing protections for retail tenants will continue. 

The amendments in this bill extending weeknight trading hours of general retail shops will give metropolitan 
consumers more choice about when and where to shop during weekdays, provide choice for metropolitan general 
retail shops as to whether to trade until 9.00 pm each weeknight, preserve the ability for small retail shops to 
open at any time, and provide for special retail shops to open during their existing extended hours. It will not 
affect the trading hours arrangements for motor vehicle shops and filling stations.  

The majority of non-metropolitan areas have their own trading hours arrangements in place, provided for in 
ministerial orders. This bill makes no changes to retail trading hours for any type of shop that is located outside 
the metropolitan area, thereby continuing the policy of self-determination in regional and non-metropolitan WA. 
The extension to weeknight trading hours is a moderate step that takes account of changes that have come about 
in urban lifestyles and working hours in the metropolitan area in recent years—especially those of young 
families and working couples. The government has taken a modern, contemporary approach that recognises that 
many families and individuals require extended shopping hours to provide them with the flexibility to shop 
around busy working and personal lives. The Retail Trading Hours Amendment Bill 2009 will deliver that 
flexibility. 

A consequential amendment to the bill was made in the other place to change a reference to “tourism” precinct to 
“special trading” precinct. This amendment was required because of the passage of the Retail Trading Hours 
Amendment (Joondalup Special Trading Precinct) Act 2010, which altered the terminology used in the principal 
act. I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  
 


